THE CONTROL OF ASBESTOS AT WORK REGULATIONS 2002
1.0
Background
1.1 Asbestos has been used extensively in the building industry for over one hundred years and has proved to be an excellent product for a variety of uses. Its suitability and its relatively cheap cost made it very popular, with over 3,000 different asbestos products.  

1.2 The use of asbestos containing materials (ACM’s) was most prevalent between the 1950's and 1970's when it provided an economic, easy to use and versatile material.  Unfortunately, given the constitution and make up of asbestos it can give rise to microscopic airborne fibres being released into the working environment. The fibres have carcinogenic properties caused by inhalation of the fibres which can get lodged in the lining of the lungs causing disease and death. 
1.3 For this reason the use of asbestos has receded and its use in buildings was eventually banned in 1999.  Despite its ban, millions of tonnes of ACM’s are still present in properties and building throughout the UK.  
2.0
Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations
2.1
The Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 2002 (CAWR) apply to most work situations involving risk of exposure to asbestos.  From May 2004 the CAWR required that employers:
· Take all reasonable steps to identify the locations of materials likely to contain asbestos.
· Assume that the identified materials contain asbestos, unless there is evidence to the contrary.
· Keep an up to date written record (an Asbestos Register) of the location of asbestos-containing materials.
· Monitor the condition of asbestos-containing materials.
· Make a written assessment of the risk of exposure from asbestos.
· Prepare and implement a management plan to control asbestos-related health risks, including measures to ensure that:
· material known or presumed to create a risk of exposure to asbestos is repaired or, if necessary, removed.
· material known or presumed to contain asbestos, but which does not pose a risk of exposure, is maintained in a good state of repair.
· information about the location and condition of material known or presumed to contain asbestos is given to anyone who is likely to disturb it. 

3.0
Types of Asbestos Surveys

3.1
Type 1 - Location and assessment survey (presumptive)
3.1 A visual asbestos survey, giving an assessment of the site by highlighting all suspected asbestos installations present. The survey technique relies on the ability of surveyor to visually identify asbestos and does not include the taking of samples confirm the presence of asbestos. Hence the surveyor has presumed the presence of asbestos using there experience and knowledge of asbestos in buildings. 

3.2 The benefits of this survey technique are that it is quicker and less expensive than survey types. 

3.3 The disadvantages are that the accuracy of the survey is heavily dependent on the experience and expertise of the surveyor and that the survey will only highlight areas of probable asbestos.  There is significant scope for inaccuracy in such surveys with possibility of some asbestos-containing materials not being identified and some non-asbestos materials being visually identified as containing asbestos. 
3.4 Type 2 - Standard sampling, identification and assessment survey (sampling) 

3.5 This type of survey is the most common form of asbestos survey undertaken. This also requires the surveyor to identify any installations on a site that she/he suspects may contain asbestos, as with a type 1 survey.  However, these installations are then sampled (this may require several samples depending on size and complexity of the suspect installation) and analysis of the samples are carried out at a UKAS accredited laboratory, which allows confirmation of whether the sampled materials definitely contain asbestos or are asbestos free. Visually similar homogenous materials are then referenced to sampled materials, and are `strongly presumed' to be the same material i.e. contain asbestos or not, as the sampled material. 

3.6 The benefits of this survey technique are that it provides a much more accurate result than the walk through survey by confirming where asbestos is present, and will give additional information on asbestos types/concentrations on which to base an assessment of risk. 

3.7 The disadvantages are that the survey technique will require more time and hence be more expensive. The survey does not include for breaking into voids or inaccessible areas and therefore may miss any asbestos present in such areas and, because only representative samples are taken of suspected asbestos installations, it may be possible that visually similar asbestos and non asbestos materials could be confused. 
3.8 Type 3 - Full Access sampling and identification survey (pre-demolition/major refurbishment survey) 

3.9 A full-access intrusive asbestos survey, extending the ‘standard sampling asbestos survey’, to include investigations into reasonably accessible sealed voids and the fabric of the building.  

This survey shall include breaking through partition walls, ceilings etc. to confirm the presence or absence of asbestos and, normally, this is carried out prior to demolition or refurbishment works where significant damage to the building will not be a problem.  This will result in damage to stud partition walls, plasterboard ceilings, wood riser covers, doors, computer floors, carpets, kitchens, bathrooms etc. 
4.0
Other Health & Safety Regulations On Asbestos
4.1 Under Section 2 of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (HSWA), employers have a duty of care for the health, safety and welfare of their employees.  In addition, employers in control of premises have a duty of care, under Section 4, towards all other people who use or work at their premises. 

4.2 Regulations embodied in the HSWA require employers to ensure that:
· Immediate steps are taken to reduce exposure to asbestos, in situations where the control level or action level is exceeded.
· Risk assessments are carried out and are used to prepare method statements for any work that is likely to involve exposure to asbestos.
· The number of workers exposed to asbestos is kept to a minimum.
· Information on the location of asbestos is made available to any person likely to be exposed to ACMs.
· Training is given to anyone liable to be exposed to asbestos.

5.0 Requirements and Enforcement

5.1 Overall the requirement is to have an Asbestos Management Plan and ensure neither staff nor visitors to the site (incl contractors) are placed at risk. Any competent contractor should ask for the Plan before undertaking any works.

5.2 If works involved a major redevelopment, a Type 3 survey would be needed. However if works are of a cosmetic nature and you may not remove all identified material, a Type 2 survey would be preferable. It confirms accessible materials and avoids need for ongoing re-sampling of inert materials.
5.3 Being a piece of Health & Safety legislation under the overall jurisdiction of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, it is policed as general Health and Safety. Overall responsibility is with the HSE and routine management is with the Local Authority. There is a risk of prosecution for none compliance.

